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International Filing Date 
(day/month/year) 

6 August 2002 



Priority Date (day/month/year) 
17 June 2002 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 



Int. CI. 



Applicant 

SILVERBROOK RESEARCH PTY LTD etal 



1. Tlusinternationalpreliminaiyexaminationreporthasbeenpreparedbytlm 
is transmitted to flie applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including tiiis cover sheet 

i— 1 Tliis report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims ^d/or ^fawings wW^^ "^^^^^ 
^ ^en?ed Id Se t^e for this'ieport and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These amiexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
3. This report contains indications rektmg to the following items 
[x] Basis of the report 
j I Priority 

Q Non-establishment of opmion with regard to novelty, mventive step and industrial appUcability 
I I Lack of unity of invention 

[Xl Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcabihty; 
— citations and explanations supporting such statement 
I [ Certain documents cited 
[ I Certain defects in the international application 
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Vm Q Certam observations on the international appUcation 
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E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02)6285 3929 
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Telephone No. (02) 6283 2607 



Form PCT/IPBA/409 (Cover sheet) (July 1998) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



INTERNATIONAL PREl|j||^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 




^temational application No. 
:T/AU02/01061 



Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[x] the international application as origmally filed. 

I I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
{ [ the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , asamended(togetherwithanystatement)under Article 19, 
filed with tiie demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
[ [ the sequence listing part of the description: 

as originally filed 
filed with the demand 
received on with the letter of 



I I the drawings, pages 
pages 



pages 
pages 
pages 



2 With regard to tiie language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authonty m the language m 
which the international appUcation was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
I — I the language of a translation furnished for die purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I [ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

Q the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preUminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international appUcation, flie international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
contained in the international appUcation in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in con^uter readable form. 

I I fumished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

[ I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

n The statement that flie subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been fumished. 
□ The statement that the mformation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence Usting has 

been fumished 

4. Q The Mnendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 
I I &e drawings, sheets/fig. 
5 n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosn re as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation ««^;;,^^'^VA^770/5^'^ 
^rt as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 

Any ^placement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this r^ort 
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J^^r/AU02/01061 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial appUcablMty; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Qaims 1-3 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-3 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability 0A) Claims 1-3 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and e:iq>lanations (Rule 70.7) 

The foUowing documente cited in the International Search Report were the closest related art found: 
US 2002/0015072 
US 2002/0018096 
WO 200189846 

These documents were "A" category documents only. 



NOVELTY nSD 

Qaims 1-3 satisfy the criterion under PCT Article 33(2) for novelty as none of the documents discloses the 
combination of features claimed. In particular, there is no disclosure in an ink jet printhead of a nozzle guard 
comprising a planar cover member positioned on the support structure, the planar cover member defining a 
plurality of passages, each passage being in register with a respective nozzle opening, the planar cover member 
being less than approximately 300 microns thick. 



INVENTIVE STEP OS) 

Claims 1-3 satisfy the criterion under PCT Article 33(3) for inventive step as no obvious combination of 
documents or documents combined with common general knowledge would render the subject matter of 
claims obvious. 



INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY OA) 

aaims 1-3 satisfy the criterion under PCT Article 33(4) as the subject matter is suitable for application in the 
printing industry. 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



